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Kingsbury & Scanzoni (1993) posit that one of the essences of functionalism is conformity to the greater good of the larger whole. To shade more light on this fascinating concept, I shall focus on the functionalist perspective on family. First and foremost, it is arguable that the family has important functions both for society and for individuals. In this sense, there is a need for individual members of a family to make choices other than those that conform to cultural guidelines (the larger whole). This claim is augmented by Bales & Parsons (2014) who argued that without clear norms to guide families, men and women would behave in a self-interested or utilitarian manner, that is, one that would be dysfunctional for both children and society. The two basic and irreducible functions according to parsons include the primary socialization of children and the stabilization of adult personalities. 
 Regarding the greater good, men and women who possess an exemplary culture consisting of a set of "dominant values" and norms to which people should conform. Kingsbury & Scanzoni (1993) argue that parents who conform to the norms suggested above for their functioning; instrumental and expressive roles, they end up producing healthy children. For instance, an important part of the primary socialization of children is 'gender role socialization. Under gender role socialization, it is argued that if socialization is done appropriately then boys learn to adopt the ‘instrumental role;’ they work and earn money, in contrary, girls learn to adopt the ‘expressive role;’ the ‘caring work,’ housework and bringing up the children.
Consequently, conformity is certainly the root of social order, as demonstrated by healthy families and a healthy society. On the contrary, failure to conform often results in social pathology. According to the classic functionalist; Murdrock (2003) posits that the nuclear family is universal and is the most common type of family found in any society. The nuclear family performs four basic functions; reproductive, sexual, economic, and educational.  In this sense, Murdock (2003) considers the family as the moral center and as such, it sets the rules regarding how people should conform with to behave to the larger whole especially regarding sexuality and sex. Families encourage conformity by engaging in effective child-rearing practices, predominantly, creating a moral conscience that teaches children to know the difference between right and wrong, backed up through sanctions in case of nonconformity. 
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